




Opportunities and
Challenges for Higher 

Education



Workforce Demands

Prediction

By 2020, 65% of all U.S. jobs 
will require a postsecondary 
credential 

Georgetown Center on Education and the Workforce, America’s Divided Recovery: College Haves and Have-Nots

Reality

As of today, over 95% of 
jobs created since the 
recession required at least 
some college education



Educational 
Attainment

46.9% 

Nation 

A STRONGER NATION: Learning beyond high school builds American talent. http://strongernation.luminafoundation.org

High Quality Certificate
Associate Degree or Higher
Ages 25-64

53.3% 

Washington 

25.4% 

Franklin 

41.0% 

Benton 



Challenges Funding

Student 
Recruitment
/Retention

Cost of 
Quality

Accountability
/ROI



Community
Responsiveness



Community 
Responsiveness

Program Advisory Boards 

Community Engagement 

Institutional Research 

Program Review/Assessment



Early/Middle College Models 

Richland Academy 
of Health Sciences 

Running Start 

Pathways with K12



Pathways with 
Universities

▪ Program 
articulations

▪ Joint Degrees with 
university partners

▪ Reverse Transfer



New Programs
Under Development



• Teacher Education – BAS (Fall 2019)

• Chemistry Instrumentation - BAS 

• Health Physics – BAS
• (extension of Nuclear Technology Associate Degree)

• Culinary – Certificates and Associate Degrees 

• Agriculture programs – AAS in Irrigation, AAS in 
Crop Soil Science

New Programs 
Under Development



• Pharmacy Technician – Certificate

• Behavioral Health –
• Transfer program (AA) for BSW with EWU 

• Mental Health Technician - AAS 

• Allied Health programs - Expand capacity
• Nursing Assistant

• Medical Assistant

• Dental Hygiene 

• Cyber Security - Expand capacity 

New Programs 
Under Development
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