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Unemployment around the state

Source: Employment Security Department/LMPA; U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics/LAUS
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Unemployment rate continues to decrease

Source: Employment Security Department/LMPA; U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics/LAUS
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Kennewick Metro UI rate Washington state UI rate United States UI rate

Unemployment rate Nov. 2015
Total 6.5%
OTY change -1.5%
OTM change 0.8% 
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Labor force still in recovery

Source: Employment Security Department/LMPA; U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics/LAUS

0.90

1.00

1.10

1.20

1.30

1.40

In
d

ex
 (

N
o

ve
m

b
e

r 
2

0
0

1
=1

.0
0

)

Kennewick Metro labor force Washington state labor force United States labor force

Labor force Nov. 2015
Total 128,104
OTY change -1.0%
OTM change 0.2% 
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Nonfarm employment continued growth

Source: Employment Security Department/LMPA; U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics/CES
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Kennewick Metro nonfarm Washington state nonfarm United States nonfarm

Total nonfarm Nov. 2015
Total 108,100
OTY change 4.8%
OTM change -0.4% 
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Goods-producing moving ahead with 

growth

Source: Employment Security Department/LMPA; U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics/CES
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Kennewick Metro goods-producing Washington state goods-producing United States goods-producing

Goods-producing Nov. 2015
Total 14,800
OTY change 7.2%
OTM change -5.1 % 
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Construction and manufacturing

Source: Employment Security Department/LMPA; U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics/CES
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Kennewick Metro manufacturing Kennewick Metro construction

Washington state manufacturing Washington state construction

Construction Nov. 2015             Manufacturing Nov. 2015
Total                       6,700              Total                            8,100
OTY change              4.7%            OTY change                  7.9%
OTM change           -1.5%            OTM change               -7.9%      
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Housing Index (All-transactions)
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Kennewick Metro Spokane Metro Yakima Metro

Walla Walla Metro Wentachee Metro Washington state

Housing prices Dec.2015
Median sale price     $217,300
OTY % change                  3.5%
3-year avg % change     4.7%

Source: US. Federal Housing Finance Agency; Tri-City Realtor Association
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Service-providing drives growth

Source: Employment Security Department/LMPA; U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics/CES
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Kennewick Metro service-providing Washington state service-providing United States service-providing

Service-providing Nov. 2015
Total 93,300
OTY change 4.5%

OTM change 0.4% 
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Government employment

Source: Employment Security Department/LMPA; U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics/CES
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Walla Walla government Washington state government United States government

Government Nov. 2015
Total 19,300
OTY change 2.1%
OTM change 0.5% 
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Financial services continued growth
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Kennewick Metro financial Washington state financial United States financial

Financial services Nov. 2015
Total 4,500
OTY change 2.2%

OTM change 0.0% 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMPA; U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics/CES
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Education and healthcare 
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Kennewick Metro Washington state Spokane Metro

Yakima Metro Walla Walla Metro

Education & healthcare Nov. 2015
Total 15,000
OTY change 2.7%

OTM change -0.7% 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMPA; U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics/CES



13

Covered 

Employment 2014

Total Employment 111,908

Average Annual Wage $45,830

Total Firms  8,232

Source: Employment Security Department/LMPA; U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics/QCEW
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Gross Domestic Product
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Kennewick Metro        OTY 2.2%

Washington state        OTY 5.1%

United States               OTY 4.1%

Source: US Bureau of Economic Analysis
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Per Capita Personal Income

Source: US Bureau of Economic Analysis
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Kennewick Metro        OTY 3.8%

United States               OTY 4.4%

Washington state        OTY 5.8%
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Population

Source: US Census Bureau
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2016 Outlook

 2016 year is expected to be another good year in 

employment for bi-county area.

 Labor force rebound to shape the supply and 

demand .

 Consumer expended incomes and increased 

confidence in spending to drive much of the 

growth. 

 Industries to look for in 2016 are: Manufacturing, 

Healthcare, Education, Transportation and 

Warehousing, and Leisure and Hospitality
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Ajša Suljić 

Regional Labor Economist

ASuljic@esd.wa.gov

509-734-5928

esd.wa.gov/employmentdata

Thank you
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